
First of all CAMRA would like to thank all of those of you who attended the 28th Great Grampian Beer 

Festival held at Pittodrie Stadium 29th – 31st May 2014. We hope you enjoyed the event, found some 

beers, cider and perry that you enjoyed and will be back for more next year. Please don’t forget that 

Real Ale is not just for beer festivals, get down to your favourite pubs and clubs and hustle the licen-

sees to get some of your favourite beers in all year round.  

After last year’s record attendance we knew it would be a hard act to follow and so it proved. Things 

weren’t helped by the excellent weather and the fact we can’t facilitate any outside drinking at the 

venue thanks to licensing restrictions. Whilst Thursday and Friday weren’t as busy as in 2013 there 

was still a good turn-out and once again the attendance on the Saturday continued its slight growth, 

an ideal opportunity for those who do not want to take part in what can be a hectic Friday crush or if 

you are travelling from further afield. We opened on the final day with 75 beers and thanks to some 

steady drinking we whittled it down to 27 beers left at the very end with a really good spread of beer 

styles. So much for the persistent reputation of “they always run out on the last day” which hasn’t 

been the case for many years. However we’d love you all to come along and try to drink us dry. And 

with free re-entry why not come for more than one visit.  

The next festival, the 29th Great Grampian 

Beer Festival is now being planned for ei-

ther late May or early June 2015. See 

www.aberdeencamra.org.uk for details.  

A hardy band of perennial volunteers and a 

smattering of new hands arrived very early 

on the Tuesday prior to thepublic opening 

at the Richard Donald Stand in the Pitto-

drie Stadium ready to receive all the deliv-

eries and build the festival prior to the on-

slaught of the drinkers. It’s perhaps as well 

they arrived early as so did many of the 

deliveries of beers and glasses. Over the 

rest of the day almost everything turned up 

and on time so all those planning hours felt 

worthwhile. 2014 saw the repeat of bottled 

beers after reasonable sales again last 

year along with a cider and perry range to 

match last year’s sales volumes. As is tra-

ditional there was the end of day treat of a 

few pints for the set-up crew.  

Two physically less demanding, but very 

long, days of preparation followed including 

the small matter of testing all 100+ beers 

before unleashing them on the discerning drinker! It’s a hard job but somebody has to do it.  

Beers were sourced from all over the UK, Shetland in the north to Devon in the south, Isle of Skye in 

the west to Norfolk in the east. Grampian was represented with beers from Burnside Brewery of Lau-

rencekirk together with Deeside of Banchory, six°north of Stonehaven, Windswept of Lossiemouth, 

Brewmeister of Keith and Speyside Craft of Forres. The Aberdeen, Grampian & Northern Isles CAMRA 

branch area also has three real ale breweries in the Northern Isles, namely Valhalla, Orkney and 

Highland. Once again there were a lot of enquiries as to why there were no beers from the brewery in 

Ellon. To keep the records straight, beers were requested but once again they declined to sell us any, 

in fact they didn’t even reply to any of our enquiries. There were 98 beers from 70 different brewer-

ies, including 79 beers and 20 breweries which had not been seen at the beer festival before. Whilst 

we do not select beers for the benefit of “tickers” it is an opportunity to try out the wares of the newer 

producers and with so many new breweries, particularly in Scotland, who are willing to supply to the 

festival, why not? Thanks to the hard working team who spent hours soaking towels in icy-cold water 

and wrapping up the casks. They battled against hard against frost bite whilst the beers were kept at 

cellar temperatures during the set up and throughout the event. Such are the efforts required to 

Keep the beer at an ideal drinking temperature.  
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• Town Pub & Overall 

Winner -  Moorings 

• Country  Pub - Ma-

rine Stonehaven 

The editor welcomes feed-

back and would be de-

lighted to publish any 

correspondence, favoura-

ble or otherwise 
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CAMRA MEMBERS INVESTMENT CLUB (“CMIC”) 

Total funds held in breweries etc. are fast approaching £17m. and the Unit price has risen again - by over 12% in the last year. The Club 

organises brewery tours for the members every year, one of them overseas. The next UK trip is to Moorhouses in September. The Club is 

open to all CAMRA members, each of whom is allowed to make monthly, quarterly or annual payments to the Club. Each member can 

invest a maximum of £2,000 p.a. (£166 per month). The minimum investment is just £5 per month. More details available at http://

www.cmic.uk.com/ 

Current investments are held in: 
Adnams 
Anheuser-Busch InBev 
Black Eagle Brewery 
Black Sheep Brewery 
Brasserie Cantillon 
Carlsberg 
 
 

SCOTISH BREWERIES FINANCIAL NEWS 
Generally, most of the Scottish breweries are fairly small and fall beneath the threshold requirement for providing detailed financial in-

formation to Companies House, but, from the limited information published, most seem to be surviving and have generally improved 

their financial strength over the last year. Brewdog, as ever, are the ones who stand out – their size and status necessitates publication 

of more financial information for investors and analysts, in particular. These showed a 70% increase in sales on the previous year - up to 

over £18m. now. Export sales - mostly to Europe - were up by well over 60% to £6.6m. Gross Profit % was up as well, so pre-tax profits 

were almost 4 times higher at £2.36m 

Brewdog’s results include those of Brewdog Bars Ltd. plus a 50% stake in Mikkeller Brewdog Ltd. and 25% in Brewdog Aberdeen Ltd. 

The net worth of the whole business doubled to over £12m. and there appear to be adequate financial reserves to finance their continu-

ing expansion. No dividends were paid and the company remains under the control of founders James Watt and Martin Dickie. The num-

ber of employees in the business increased by 50% to 186. 
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F I N A N C I A L  C O R N E R  

Diageo 
Enterprise Inns 
Fuller Smith & Turner 
Greene King 
Heavitree Brewery 
Heineken 

Holt, Joseph 
Hop Back Brewery 
Hydes Anvil Brewery 
Marstons 
McMullens 
 

Mitchells & Butler 
NewRiver Retail 
Punch Taverns 
Shepherd Neame 
Spirit Pub Co 
Thwaites 

Wadworth 
West Berkshire Brewery 
Wetherspoon 
Whitbread 
Young & Co 

So what did you think of the “Inspiration-Ale” logo? Do you think you can do better? If so then send your entries to beerfesti-

val@aberdeencamra.org.uk before 30th September 2014. Entries will need to be in something similar to jpg, tiff, gif file format, a single 

colour and have sufficient clarity when reproduced no bigger than 3” on a glass. As a rule of thumb a bad pun in the strap line always 

seems popular.  

L O G O  C O M P E T I T I O N  
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S U P E R M A R K E T  TA K E O V E R S  

)CAMRA are pleased to announce this year's Champion Beers of Britain 

as follows: 

 

Supreme Champions 
Gold 

Timothy Taylor, Boltmaker 

Silver 
Oakham, Citra 

Bronze 

Salopian, Darwin's Origin 

Champion Bottled Beer 
Gold 

Marble,Chocolate Marble 
Silver 

St Austell,Proper Job 

Bronze 
Spire,Prince Igor Imperial Russian Stout 

Mild 
Gold 
Bank Top, Dark Mild 

Silver 

Branscombe Vale, Mild 
Bronze 

Castle Rock, Black Gold 

Best Bitter 
Gold 

Salopian, Darwin’s Origin 

Silver: 
Redwillow, Directionless 

Joint Bronze: 

Langton, Inclined Plane Bitter 

C H A M P I O N  B E E R  Purity, Mad Goose 

Speciality 
Gold 
Saltaire, Triple Chocoholic 

Silver 

Offbeat, Way Out Wheat 
Bronze 

Peak Ales, Chatsworth Gold 

Bitter 
Gold 

Timothy Taylor, Boltmaker 

Silver 
Mighty Oak, Captain Bob 

Joint Bronze 

Flowerpots, Flowerpots Bitter 
Sambrooks, Wandle Ale 

Golden 
Gold 
Oakham, CitraSilver 

Hawkshead, Cumbrian Five Hop 

Bronze 
Salopian, Hop Twister 

Strong Bitter 
Gold 
Church End, Fallen Angel 

Silver 

Blue Monkey, Ape Ale 

Bronze 

Loch Ness, HoppyNESS 

 

Unit 2 Souter Head Road 

Altens Industrial Estate 

Aberdeen 

Aberdeenshire 

AB12 3LF 

01224 875952 

The views expressed in this publication are those of the contributors, and do not necessarily  represent those  

of CAMRA, or of the  editor 

Next time you get your groceries at a Sainsbury Local shop, 

you might just be in an ex-pub. 

In Aberdeen city centre there are at least two which have 

been converted. The latest one is on Guild Street which 

was until recently the Criterion Bar, latterly owned by Frank 

McDougall. The other one was at the top end of Union 

Street, Beluga. None of those sold real ale, but it is still of 

concern to CAMRA who nationally are collecting data on 

this subject to see what can be done to stop this happen-

ing. The planning laws are often different in Scotland com-

pared to England and Wales. 

You might think that it is only pubs who are already strug-

gling due to smoking ban, recession etc. But no, there are 

many throughout Britain which are being converted even 

though they are trading and making a profit. 

It is certainly sad to see any pub being converted from a 

pub, real ale pub or not. Remember, any pub could be a 

potential real ale pub. The Criterion did attempt to sell it 

some time ago but it was never a success. Problem is that 

it is often a done deal before CAMRA finds out through the 

local press and little can then be done to campaign against 

it. 



FESTIVAL  CHARIT Y  
As usual the festival played host for a local charity to raise funds. This year it 
was the turn of Inspire Aberdeen, who collected over £2,500 in cash and 
unused beer token donations, to be spent helping all those needy kids and 
young adults with learning difficulties. On their behalf we would like to 

thank all those who generously donated.  

INSPIRE 
With your help we can ensure that barriers and inequalities within 

our communities are reduced, and we can move towards a better 

future for the adults and children that we support. 

Contact 

Paul Brannan, Communications Coordinator,(01224)289011, 

 

 

It was reported in the local press recently that the Old Mill Inn, Maryculter, has been sold. It is to be used to house workers building the 

Western Peripheral Route. It is not known if the existing bar will remain open to the public. On last survey, it had three handpumps sell-

ing Deuchars IPA, Timothy Taylor Landlord and a guest beer. It has been a long standing outlet and has made CAMRA's Good Beer 

Guide on a few occasions. It also used to be a popular night spot in the 60s when a free bus would pick up at Wallace Statue and re-

turn you back later after closing time. In fact, the writer of this piece celebrated getting engaged in July 1966 by going to a dance there 

featuring the Facells, a local Aberdeen band who, last November, celebrated their 50th anniversary with a couple of gigs at the Lemon 

Tree. 

Kintore is now a village with no licenced premises, except for perhaps a grocer or two. The Torryburn Hotel closed a few years ago and 

is now boarded up. Also, the only pub remaining, the Kintore Arms, has apparently been sold and is currently closed. It was going to be 

converted to a Chinese restaurant by the same company who have bought the Bridge at Port Elphinstone and that is to be a Chinese 

also. However, the plans are not going ahead for the |Kintore Arms apparently so its future is uncertain. Kintore once had both li-

cenced premises selling real ale, then none and now both are closed. You would think with the expansion of Kintore in recent years 

that it would have no problem supporting a local oub, but apparently not. Incidentally, it would be interesting to find out if The Kintore 

Arms still has its 1960s Tennents Lager fount which was a solid metal image of a yellow lager glass complete with foaming head. Ap-

parently a few years ago Tennents Brewery wanted to buy it back from the pub for their museum but the then publican decided not to 

part with it. Might it appear on E-Bay? 

The Monkey House at the corner of Union Street and Union Terrace, selling Draught Bass when it initially opened several years ago, 

has apparently been sold by the Epic Group to Thai Kun, who already have a presence at Union Square, to convert into a Thai restau-

rant. 

The Boars Head at Kinmuck, winner of CAMRA's very first Pub Of The Year (POTY) award in 1989,is now a Tandoori reastaurant. 

PUB  CLOSURES  





Festival FeaturedBrewery  
The festival’s featured brewery was Cromarty Brewery who had six of their beers Atlantic Drift, Ghost Town, Happy Chappy, Kowabun-

ga, Red Rocker and Rogue Wave on offer. Only Scottish brewery having a first outing at the festival was Old Worthy.  

As well as the festival and showcase brewery logos each glass was printed with the message “Don’t Drink & Drive” as part of our 

joint campaign with Grampian Police road safety division. After all we want you to have a good time, get home safely so that you can 

come and join us again and again.  

Recruitment  

The festival also attracted a large response from the licensed trade, both local publicans and the not-so-local brewers. Overseas visi-

tors from the USA, Denmark, Norway and even England (some bits of which are further away than some parts of Norway) made 

themselves known. But who travelled the furthest?  

And the winner was …………………….  

As usual we had our own competition for the punter’s favourite beer. This year’s winner was Windswept’s Weizen which was also the 

fastest selling beer. Ayr’s Dr. Hornbook was the runner up with Cromarty’s Kowabunga coming third. The highest placed non-Scottish 

beer was Box Steam’s Funnel Blower in fourth place.  

The lucky winner of the voter’s prize was Graeme Leitch. Lucky Graeme got to enjoy a case of bottled beers kindly donated by 

Cromarty Brewery for his efforts.  

It was very encouraging to note once again the number of votes cast. Sadly as always there were several attempts to cheat by cast-

ing multiple votes in an attempt to either change the result or increase their chances of winning the voter’s prize of a case of bottled 

beers.  

Advertising  

Whilst we’re thanking people we’d like to acknowledge all those of you who put up posters to advertise the festival particularly those 

pubs who allow us to borrow their customers for the weekend.  

Thanks  

The Aberdeen, Grampian & Northern Isles branch of CAMRA would particularly like to thank the following organisations for their help 

with the festival: First and foremost this year’s showcase brewery Cromarty Brewery and our hosts at Pittodrie, Aberdeen Football 

Club plc. Also Flying Firkin, all the supplying breweries, Hallam Cider and Deeside Drinks Emporium who supplied the beers, cider 

and perry. Also thanks to Alex at Maritime Scaffolding who support us both literally and figuratively with the scaffolding, Gordon at 

Arrowdawn for the beer vouchers, Paul at Agility Logistics & Dave at HSS for storage, transport and equipment loans, Dave at HRH 

Geology for the volunteer shirts, Susan at Keltec People for the Red Cross provision, Richard at APAL for the carrier bags and Nicola 

at Euro Weld for the programme printing. Last but not least, Paul at Senergy Development Solutions for the beers in bay 5. We would 

also like to thank all those individuals, far too many to list individually, who gave their time, help, knowledge, experience, energy and 

passion to enable this festival to go ahead.  

Heroes  

The following people put a lot of time and effort into making the festival a success. Without volunteers like these there would be no 

festival. On behalf of CAMRA we thank you and hope there are even more volunteers next time.  

Iain Andrew, Neil Andrew, Kotronis Antonis, Steve Armstrong, Tessa Armstrong, Russell Betney, John Bowman, Ron Buchan, Mike 

Burton, Ian Chapman, Brian Clarke, John Corall, John Coull, Gordon Crosher, Richard D'Souza, Neil Evans, Bill Farquhar, Bob Frost, 

Vince Hilton, George Howie, Mark Jackson, Scott Johnston, Paul Johnston, Alex Johnston, M Kilminster, Alan Lawson, Daniel Leather-

bridge, Keith MacKay, Norman MacKenzie, Dougie MacKinnon, Nick Marshall, Derek McIlravie, Dave Metcalfe, Matthew Metcalfe, 

Connor Metcalfe, Tom Metcalfe, Edward Michaluk, Eric Mills, Ian Mullin, Arthur Newton, Nick Pashley, Dave Piesse, Kevin Podmore-

Mills, John Rettie, Jim Ross, Lin Sanderson, Lewis Shand, Fiona Shearer, Jim Sheldon, Carol Simmonds, Anthony Spencer, Ian Stew-

art, Jim Strachan, David Summers, Lesley Thomson, Ray Turpie, Jim Watson, Jo Whyte, Scott Wilson & the man with the plan Richard 

A. Jones  

  

FESTIVAL  ROUNDUP  



 Marine Hotel 
 Ship Inn 
Strathdon 
 Colquhonie Hotel 
Tarland 
  Aberdeen Arms 
  Commercial Arms 
Tarves 
 Aberdeen Arms Hotel 
Tomintoul 
 Glen Avon 
 Richmond 
Torphins  
 Learney Arms 
Westhill 
  Shepherds Rest 
 
Orkney 
Evie 
 Mistra 
Hoy 
 Stromabank 
Kirkwall 
 Albert Hotel 
 Ayre Hotel 
 Helgis 
 Shore Inn 
Stromness 
 Ferry 
 Stromness Hotel 
Sanday 
 Kettletoft Hotel 
 
Shetland 
Lerwick 
 Captain Flints 
Scalloway 
 Scalloway Hotel 
Scousburgh 
 Spiggie Hotel 
Weisdale 
 Westings Hotel  

 

North Sea Ale  

Aberdeen 
 Aberdeen Hero 
 Adam Lounge 
 Aitchies Ale House 
 Archibald Simpson's 
 Atholl Hotel 
 Blue Lamp 
 Bobbin 
 Brentwood 
 Cameron's (Ma's) 
 Dutch Mill 
 Ferryhill House Hotel 
 Foundry 
 Glentanar Bar 
 Globe 
 Grill 
  Illicit Still 
 Justice Mill 
 Mariner Hotel 
 McGinty’s 
 McNastys 
 Mill of Mundurno 
 Moorings 
 Noose & Monkey 
 Northern Hotel 
 Number 10 
 Office 
 Old Blackfriars 
 Old Schoolhouse 
 Prince Of Wales 
 Queen Vic 
 Six degrees North 
 Slains Castle 
 St Machar Bar 
 Stag 
 Triple Kirks 
 Under The Hammer 
 Wig 
Aberchirder 
 Commerial Hotel 
 New Inn 
Aboyne 
 Boat Inn 
Alford 
 Forbes Arms 
 Haughton Arms 
Alves 
 Crooked Inn 
Auchleven 
 Hunters Moon 
Ballater 
 Alexandra 
 Balmoral Bar 
 Deeside Hotel 
 Glenaden 
Balmedie 

 Grant Arms 
Forres 
 Carisbrooke Hotel 
 Knockomie Hotel 
 Mosset Tavern 
 Ramnee Hotel 
 Red Lion 
Fraserburgh  
 Cheers 
 Elizabethan 
 Saltoun Arms 
Garlogie 
 Garlogie Inn 
Garmouth 
 Garmouth Hotel 
Gourdon 
 Harbour 
Glenlivet 
 Croft Inn 
 Huntly 
 Gordon Arms 
 Strathdeveron 
Inverurie 
 Black Bull 
 Edwards 
 Gordon Highlander 
Johnshaven 
 Anchor 
 Ship 
Kingswells 
 Four Mile House 
Kinloss 
 Abbey Inn 
Lossiemouth 
 Beach Bar 
 Clifton Bar 
 Coullard Hotel 
 Skerry Brae Hotel 
Luthermuir 
 Sauchieburn Hotel 
Macduff 
 Old Moray 
Maryculter 
 Old Mill Inn 
Marykirk 
 Marykirk  Hotel 
Methlick 
  Ythan View 
Monymusk 
 Grant Arms Hotel 
Muir Of Fowlis 
 Muggarthaugh 
Netherley 
 Lairhillock 
Newburgh 
 Udny Arms Hotel 
Oldmeldrum 
 Redgarth 
Pennan 
 Pennan Inn 
Peterhead 
  Crosskeys 
Pitmedden 
 Linsmohr 
Portsoy 
 Shore Inn 
 Boyne  Hotel 
Rothes 
 Seafield Arms 
Rothiemay 
 Forbes Arms 
Skene 
  Red Star  
Stonehaven 
 Belvedere 
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R E A L  A L E  OU T L E T S  

Below  is a list of outlets that sell real ale which are known to  the Aberdeen, 

Grampian & Northern Isles branch of CAMRA. 

CAMRA is in no way  recommending all of the pubs in this list. If you want a 

list of recommended pubs you will need to buy the Good Beer Guide. The 

pubs are placed in alphabetical order by location and then pub.  

If you know of any pubs that sell real ale, in our area, which are not on this 

list, or any pubs on this list that no longer sell real ale please contact the 

editor. Your help is much appreciated 

 

 Cock and Bull 
Banchory 
 Burnett Arms 
 Douglas Arms Hotel 
 Ravenswood Club (British  
Legion) 
 Scott Skinners 
 Stag Hotel 
 Tor Na Coille 
Banff 
 Aul Fife 
 Market Arms 
 Ship Inn 
Braemar 
 Moorfield  House Hotel 
Brodie 
 The Old Mill 
Catterline 
 Creel Inn 
Charleston of Aberlour 
 Mash Tun 
Corgarff 
  Allargue Arms 
Craigellachie 
  Highlander Inn 
Crathie 
 Inver 
Cullen 
 Three Kings 
Cults 
 Cults Hotel 
Dufftown 
 Commercial 
 Royal Oak 
 Stuart Arms 
Dunecht 
 Jaffs 
Dyce 
 Granite City 
 Spider's Web 
Elgin 
 Drouthy Cobbler 
 Muckle Cross 
 Sunninghill Hotel 
Ellon 
 Station Hotel 
 Tolbooth 
Elrick 
Broadstraik 
Fettercairn 
 Ramsay Arms 
Findhorn 
 Crown & Anchor 
 Kimberley Inn 
Fochabers 
 Gordon Arms Hotel 



When   Where  Why 

Tue 9th September 8.30 pm No. 10 Branch &committee 

Thur 2nd October 7.30pm  Start 

Archibald Simpson 

Social 

Wed 8th October 8.30 pm Queen Vic Branch &committee 

Tue 11th November 8.30 Glentanar Branch &committee 

    

    

 

Contacts 

Editor /Chairman 

Ian Chapman 

3 Morningside Crescent 

Aberdeen 

AB10 7NW 

01224 310188 

Ian.chapman7@virgin.net 

 

Website  

http://www.aberdeencamra.org.uk 

 

CAMRA_ABERDEEN@yahoogroups.com 
 

Advertising 

George Howie 

48 Esslemont Avenue 

Aberdeen 

AB25 1SQ 

Email dodhowie@aol.com 

01224 624652 

Advertising  Rates 

1/4 page £40 

1/2 page £80 

 Full page £140  

 Back Page Full £160 

 

TRADING STANDARDS DEPARTMENT 

Business Hub 15 

Third Floor South 

Marischal College 

Broad Street, Aberdeen 

AB10 1AB 

Fax: 01224 523887 

Tel 01224 523738 

232 High Street Elgin 01343 541 

202 

10 Commerce Street Fraserburgh  

01346 510505 

 

 

 

Future Events 

Ian Chapman 

 presents the 2014 

Country pub of the 

year award to  

Robert Lindsay of 

the Marine Hotel  

Stonehaven 


