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Pubs of the year 

2015  

Å Town Pub & Overall 

Winner -  Moorings 

Å Country  Pub -     

Marine Stonehaven 

The editor welcomes feed-

back and would be de-

lighted to publish any 

correspondence, favoura-

ble or otherwisŜ 

First of all CAMRA would like to thank all of those of you who attended the 29th Great Gram-

pian Beer Festival held at Pittodrie Stadium 4th ð 6th June, 2015. We hope you enjoyed the 

event, found some beers, cider and perry that you enjoyed and will be back for more next 

year. Please donõt forget that Real Ale is not just for beer festivals, get down to your favourite 

pubs and clubs and hustle the licensees to get some of your favourite beers in all year round. 

 

We knew this year would be a challenge as we have to wait until after the football season is 

finished before we can hold the event and with no summer championships the season fin-

ished after the end of term times so the students who live locally were gone. Not being as 

busy as usual made it an ideal opportunity for those who do not want to take part in what can 

be a hectic Friday crush or if you are travelling from further afield.  

 

The organiserõs highlight of the week came on the Thursday evening when after 20 years of 

attempt we finally had all 100 beers on at one time. Never let it be said there isnõt enough 

choice. We opened on the final day with 87 beers and thanks to some steady drinking it was 

whittled it down to 42 beers left at the close with a really good spread of beer styles. So much 

for the persistent reputation of òthey always run out on the last dayó which hasnõt been the 

case for many, many years. However weõd love you all to come along and try to drink us dry 

next year. And with free re-entry if you bring back your commemorative glass why not come 

for more than one visit?  

 

The next festival, the 30th Great Grampian Beer Festival is now being planned for 19th to 

21st  May  2016  See www.aberdeencamra.org.uk very soon for details. 
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Scotland was  well represented at the  

Champion Beer Of Britain contest held at 

the Great British Beer Festival in August in    

London, with Jaguar from Kelburn Brewery 

in Barrhead taking overall Silver prize ,    

William Brothers Black winning the Mild cat-

egory and Highland Breweries Scapa Special 

coming second in the Best Bitter category  

Full results were as follows:- 

 

Supreme Champions 

Gold   Tiny Rebel - Cwtch 

Silver   Kelburn - Jaguar 

Bronze  Dancing Duck - Dark Drake 

 

Mild 

Gold   Williams Brothers- Black  

Silver   Rudgate - Ruby Mild  

Bronze  Great Orme - Welsh Black 

 

Strong Bitter 

Gold  Dark Star - Revelation 

Silver  Salopian - Golden Thread 

Bronze  Grain - India Pale Ale 

CHAMPION BEERS OF BRITAIN 

Best Bitter 

Gold   Tiny Rebel - Cwtch 

Silver  Highland - Scapa Special  

Joint Bronze        Barngates - Tag Lag 

                             Salopian - Darwin's Origin 

 

Bitter 

Gold               Pheasantry - Best Bitter 

Silver                   Acorn - Barnsley Bitter 

Joint Bronze       Purple Moose - Madog's Ale 

               Timothy Taylors Boltmaker   

 

Golden 

Gold  Kelburn - Jaguar 

Silver  Adnams - Explorer  

Bronze  Blue Monkey - Infinity 

 

 

Champion Bottle-Conditioned Beer 

Gold      Harveys - Imperial Extra  

  Double Stout 

Silver       Fyne Ales - Superior IPA 

Bronze    Mordue - India 
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George Howie interviews Craig Adamsð landlord of Krakatoa

(formerly known as the Moorings) 

Where were you born and brought up and when? 

Born in Aberdeen in 1970 and have lived here all my life.  My 

father was actually born and raised just a few yards from the bar, 

in a tenement on the part of the Shiprow where the Ibis Hotel 

presently stands.  That block was demolished in the late 1950s. 

A brief resume of your education (Schools, University. College, 

Evening Classes etc.) 

Graduated with a degree in Computer Science from the Robert 

Gordon University, although it was still called RGIT when I started 

there. 

Brief resume of career before joining the Licensed Trade 

On leaving college I founded an IT company, and supported my-

self by selling motorcycles at Shirlaws while it got off the ground.  

It grew to employ 250 people by the time I retired from it. 

History of your career in the Licensed Trade 

A friend and I were sitting in The Moorings on the 7th of January 

2002.  It was a Monday night and we were the only people in the 

place apart from Helen.  Jokingly said to her that if John ever 

thought about selling the place, then Iõd be interested.  Thatõs 

when I learned it had been on the market for a year already.  

That was 13 years ago, and my entire time as a publican has 

been spent here.  Iõd never even worked as a bartender before 

(and it showed). 

What is your favourite food? 

Brie and oatcakes, followed by dark chocolate. 

What is your favourite drink (beer, preferably, but any others) 

Iõm an equal opportunities drinker.  Mainly drinking tiki at the 

moment because it doesnõt give me a hangover.  Most other stuff 

kills me. Had pretty much consumed my entire lifetimes booze 

allowance by my mid thirties, so have to be careful now.  If there 

was no tomorrow though, then Iõd probably spend the rest of 

today drinking Janetõs Jungle Juiceé but if tomorrow came any-

way then Iõd be well and truly ******! 

 

Hobbies outwith the pub trade 

Boxing and motorcycling, but donõt have time for much else.  

This isnõt a job, itõs a way of life. 

 

Tastes in music 

Everything from ABBA to Zappa, with a particular fondness 

for Patti Smith, rock ônõ roll, and 70s disco. 

 

Favourite films? 

After Hours.  My New Gun.  To Live & Die in LA.  Dog Day 

Afternoon.  Night Crawler.  The Fighter.  

 

Favourite TV programmes? 

Hill Street Blues.  The Wire.  Mad Men.  Frazier.  My Name is 

Earl.  Life on Mars. 

 

Marital Status/Children/Dogs etc. 

Divorced, one child, a cat and a Greenwing Macaw 

(obviously). 

 

How do you think CAMRA is doing in supporting Real Ale, 

pubs and breweries? 

Itõs doing a tremendous job, especially given that itõs entirely 

run and staffed by volunteers. 

 

Do you think that Real Ale is on the up or is it suffering from 

the 'craft beer' revolution? 

In my experience itõs benefitting from the renewed interest 

in beer and brewing.  Tastes have changed a lot in the time 

Iõve been serving ale, with hoppy beers far more popular 

than any other style now, whereas weõd struggle to sell them 

a decade ago.  Interestingly we sell both the craft beer in 

keg and cask ale, and the cask ale outsells the craft beer by 

quite a marginé but thatõs probably mainly due to the quali-

ty of the particular range of cask ale that we stock. 

A PU B L I C A NõS P E R S P E C T I V E 



North  Sea Ale Page 3 

/!aw! a9a.9w{     
Lb±9{¢a9b¢ /[¦.  
Total funds held in breweries etc. 

have now risen to over £19m. and 

the Unit price has increased by a 

further 2% in the last 6 months. The 

Club organises brewery tours for the 

members every year, one of them 

overseas. The Club is open to all 

CAMRA members, each of whom is 

allowed to make monthly, quarterly 

or annual payments to the Club. 

Each member can invest a maximum 

of £2,000 p.a. (£166 per month). 

The minimum investment is just £5 

per month. More details available at 

http://www.cmic.uk.com/ 

Investments are currently held in the 
following drinks-related companies: 

Adnams 

Anheuser-Busch InBev 

The Beer Consortium 

Black Eagle Brewery 

Black Sheep Brewery 

Brasserie Cantillon 

Carlsberg 

Diageo 

Enterprise Inns 

Fuller Smith & Turner 

Greene King 

Heavitree Brewery 

Heineken 

Holt, Joseph 

Hop Back Brewery 

Hydes Anvil Brewery 

Marstons 

McMullens 

Mitchells & Butler 

NewRiver Retail 

Punch Taverns 

Shepherd Neame 

Spirit Pub Co 

Thwaites 

Wadworth 

West Berkshire Brewery 

Wetherspoon 

Whitbread 

Young & Co 
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we have moved to

www.aberdeencamra. org.uk
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